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Dear friends of San Ramón, 

 

This has been a very difficult year for Sister Communities of San Ramón and all of Nicaragua. 

The crisis that began in Managua in April has spread to the entire nation and continues to 

affect every aspect of life. Fortunately, San Ramón* has been spared the worst, but because 

outbreaks of violence have been unpredictable, we have been forced to temporarily suspend 

our projects in the rural communities. We hope that this crisis will soon come to an end and 

we will be able to return to our work, which has been so important to improving the lives of 

our brothers and sisters in San Ramón. Thankfully, we were able to finish our proposed 

projects for the 2017-18 year. This newsletter will update you on what we were able to 

accomplish with your support. 

 
 

 

 

We extended our sanitation project that 

began in the rural communities of Las Delicias 

and El Cuyus to three more communities: San 

Roque, El Jicaro 2, and San Martin. So far, a 

total of 44 families have been provided the 

materials necessary to build much-needed 

latrines in these rural communities. In the 

words of one beneficiary in El Jicaro 2, “This is 

a great project because this is a great need for 

many families—we spoke and SCSRN 

listened.”  

 

 

Our Rural School Partnership program benefited 25 

rural schools with materials for community-identified 

needs, from physical repairs to classrooms to supplies 

for school activities, like sound systems and dance 

costumes. Most of these schools are very simple 

structures; picture cinder block buildings with a 

latrine out back, often without running water and 

electricity. Participation in the RSP program not only 

allows for invaluable cross-cultural understanding for 

both parties, but also means the opportunity for 

important improvements to the school and the 

children’s educational experience. Hats off to our 25 

RSP sponsors!  

 

 

 

This year SCSRN financed four (that’s right, four!) 

school constructions! In the communities of 

Sabana Grande and El Jicaro 1, we provided 

materials for the construction of pre-school 

classrooms and school kitchens with an improved 

wood stove. In El Horno, the construction was a 

two-classroom building to provide space for high 

school classes. And in El Flores, with a very 

generous donation from Robert Schmitz, we were 

able to build a brand-new school, with three 

classrooms and a school kitchen! Before, these 

children were meeting under a porch in 

someone’s home, with walls of plastic tarp. At 

right: Young student studying in his classroom. 

 

 

 

 

We began two teacher certification programs in conjunction with a local non-profit called Comité Mano 

Vuelta and World Vision to provide 80 rural primary school teachers with in-service training on the 

national curriculum and decreasing dropout rates for rural children. The program will conclude in 

September, and the certification will be recognized by the Ministry of Education, giving the teachers a raise 

if they attend 80% of the classes and maintain an 80 or above average.  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

During this year we completed and followed up on 

our improved stoves project in collaboration with 

Fundación Denis Gonzalez Lopez, a local organization 

dedicated to promoting sustainable agricultural 

practices and food security in rural areas. The project 

was hugely successful—all 40 families have seen a 

reduction in upper respiratory illnesses caused by 

exposure to wood smoke, as well as issues from burns 

and extended exposure to high temperatures. The 

majority of families have reduced their wood 

consumption, and all have planted trees that will soon 

serve to provide them with enough firewood to 

eliminate the need for continued deforestation. At 

left: Showing off her new stove. 

 

 

 

 

As always, we continue to be 

the primary source of support 

for Los Pipitos, a center for 

children with disabilities. Los 

Pipitos provides physical therapy 

and early-intervention education 

to children from all over San 

Ramón and beyond—all without 

cost to the families.  

 

 

This year we had the pleasure of hosting visitors from the Triangle 

area and beyond. Both student and adult groups came and shared 

life with the wonderfully resilient people of San Ramón. They 

learned about the day-to-day life in rural Nicaragua, made new 

friends, and went home with memories that will last a lifetime. Our 

visitors came from the University of Northern Iowa, Durham 

Technical Community College, East Chapel Hill High School, Carol 

Woods Retirement Community, and the Unitarian-Universalist 

congregations in Raleigh and Durham. 

 

 

We are so very thankful to all of you who have been involved in one way or another to help us 

support the people of San Ramón in reaching their goals. Our hearts ache for our friends in San 

Ramón and for all of Nicaragua as they struggle through this tragic situation. We look forward 

to being able to resume our regular activities, and we will keep you informed as the 

situation progresses. We ask you to keep San Ramón in your thoughts and prayers. 
 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Anjie Price, Executive Director 

 

 

*San Ramón is a “municipality” (comparable to our counties in the U.S.) with a population of approximately 45,000 

inhabitants and an area of 164 square miles. San Ramón is also the name of the town that serves as the county seat, 

with a population of approximately 5,000 people. There are 78 primary schools located throughout the rural 

mountainous area of San Ramón. 


